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PURPOSE: To establish guidelines and procedures for guarding hospitalized persons. 


GUIDELINES: When any suspect, prisoner, or threatened witness in a case is hospitalized, the decision 
to provide security rests with the case investigator’s Division Commander, or designee, who will 
coordinate the assignment of the personnel necessary to provide for maximum security. 


PROCEDURES: When a police prisoner, suspect, or threatened witness is hospitalized, the appropriate 
supervisor must make a determination as to whether security should be provided, by whom, and with 
what specific conditions or restrictions. 


I. Circumstances for Providing Security 


A. Generally, the Department should provide security for hospitalized persons in the following 
situations: 


1. The person hospitalized is a suspect in a violent crime and investigators are actively pursuing 
probable cause to secure a warrant; 


2. Police served and fully executed a warrant on the person, but the person unexpectedly required 
hospitalization before police could complete the person’s transport to, and receipt by, the Sheriff’s 
Department (once a prisoner is turned over to the Sheriff’s Department, if hospitalization and 
security become necessary, that agency shall provide guard and transportation for the prisoner); 


3. The person hospitalized is in custody on a non-watrant arrest; 


4. The person hospitalized is a witness whose life is believed to be endangered further without 
police protection; 


5. If a medical issue arises involving a suspect taken into custody solely based on an outstanding 
warrant at the court facility, the Sheriff’s Department may seek assistance from us in guarding 
the prisoner. Our policy is to provide assistance when requested unless unusual circumstances 
prevent us from doing so. If such circumstances exist communicate them to the Sheriff’s 
Department. Any employee who receives a request for assistance from the Sheriff’s Department 
shall communicate that request to the Administrative Bureau Commander through the chain of 
command. 


II. Security Planning and Scheduling 


A. Once a supervisor makes the determination to provide security, the Division Commander or 
designee will: 
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Notify the appropriate Bureau Commander. 

Request the most secure possible private hospital room for the person; 

Ascertain approximate duration of the person’s hospitalization; 

Determine the type of security needed; 

Determine the number of personnel required to provide for adequate security and frequent 
guard rotation; 

Provide Uniform Patrol and all other affected supervisors with all information necessary for 
maintained and maximum security provision. 
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B. Security Assignment Procedures: 


1. An officer assigned to the security of a hospitalized person shall adhere to the following 
guidelines and precautionary measures: 


a. Report to work in Class B uniform unless other wise directed by a supervisor; 
b. Remain with the person at all times; 

C. 

d. Keep suspect or prisoner restrained, unless prevented by medical condition; 


Keep any items that could be used as a weapon out of the person’s reach; 

Avoid fraternization with suspect or prisoner; 

Record any unusual occurrences; 

Record any spontaneous statements related to the incident and forward it to the lead 
investigator; 
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1) Lead investigating officer 
2) Department line officer; 
3) Commonwealth’s Attorney, or assistant attorney; 
4) Chief Medical Examiner or designee; 
5) Clergy; 
6) Parole or Probation Officer; 
7) Hospital personnel actively providing medical care to the person; 
8) Federal law enforcement officer; 
9) The person’s representing attorney; 
10) If a juvenile, the person’s parents or legal guardians; 
11) Social worker, if the person is a juvenile and a ward of Social Services, or if the 
person either alleges child abuse or is suspected to be a victim of child abuse. 


III. Release of Hospitalized Prisoner 


A. When a prisoner, who will remain in extended custody or detention, is released from treatment or 
hospitalization, the officer should carefully note that person’s condition. 
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B. The attending physician should provide all instructions for future treatment and medication in 
writing. 


C. Before transportation, the officer shall search and restrain the prisoner and handle his/her 


personal property in accordance with the guidelines outlined in OPR-18, Handling and 
Transporting Prisoners. 


APPROVED: pf ae le: Mock 


Dennis A. Mook, Chief of Police 
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